In this JFLS issue on the acquisition of French grammar, grammar is not considered as a set of target rules, or an innate ability, but as a creative process of generalisation of constructions from parental input in daily interactions. This process is creative in so far as children do not only replicate parental input, but associate forms and functions according to cognitive, pragmatic or discursive needs, (sometimes in non-conventional ways) and shape grammar in transitory sub-systems. In the studies gathered here, the usage-based model of language development is combined with the theoretical framework of Functionalism (cf. in particular Budwig, 1995; Tomasello 2003) Throughout the Special Issue, the authors analyse the development of grammatical constructions in spontaneous productions using theoretical halshs-00663384, version 1 -26 Jan 2012 tools which enable them to consider the interface between the syntactic, phonological, semantic, and pragmatic levels of linguistic analysis. They also give great importance to the interaction process in the dyadic exchanges, which plays an essential part in the way grammatical constructions emerge, diversify and generalise in the children's speech.
Parental input analysis is thus an important aspect of this work, and is quantified and observed closely in relation to the children's productions. 
